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interview 

Patrick 


It was recen tly calculated 
that Patrick Troughton 
stands as one of this 
country's most prolific 
television actors, with 
literally hundreds of series, 
plays and talk shows having 
had the benefit of his talent. 
Virtually any famous British 
TV show you care to 
mention, from The Sweeney 
to Edward and Mrs Simpson, 
Z Cars to Thriller, have all 
featured this quiet and 
courteous actor. Last 
September, while he was in 
the middle of recording a 
return to Doctor Who, a 
series in which Patrick 
Troughton stayed for three 
years, Richard Marson was 
able to take this rare 
interview. 


atrick Troughton took a lot of 
persuading to assume the role of 
Doctor Who from William Hart¬ 
nell, but eventually he succumbed to 
the lure of, not only a regular pay 
packet, but also one of the most popu¬ 
lar programmes of the time. Troughton 
was unsure of how long the period of 
transition took before he found himself 
established in the part: "It's a long time 
ago to remember really. It was a gra¬ 
dual sort of process. Some people 
thought at the beginning 'Oh this 
clown's no good', but I think that feel¬ 
ing wore off. Fan mail did come in and 
it eventually got to the stage where my 
daughter had to help'me get through 

"You didn't know if they were suc¬ 
cessful at the time. All you had to go on 
were the viewing figures, which were 
always pretty good. Lately, looking at 
the ones that I liked best, I think The 
Mind Robber was very successful, very 
good. It was well directed by David 
Maloney, it was imaginative and ex¬ 
tremely effective. I've only seen clips of 
my others recently, but I'm hoping that 
one day they'll put all my ones out 
again - probably in the States. There 


was a rumourthat mine might be going 
out in America in 1986, edited together 
as films. The difficulty is that they were 
made in black and white and the defini¬ 
tion isn't as clear as it is today. It's a 
question of whether the fans want 
them, and I think they do so they'll 
probably go ahead. I think so. I hope 

The second Doctor started out with 
some extremely eccentric costumes and 
the famous stove pipe hat, which were 
phased out within the first few stories. 
Why had this been and was Troughton 
keen on all the dressing up?: "No, not 
after a while. It worked very well when I 
first took it on because one was saying 
to everybody 'This is the way we're 
going to do it. It's going to be different. 





interview 


anted it to be vaguely Chaplinesque, 
hich is not to say that I approach his 
lility, butthatwas the idea." Trought- 


"/ think they cast me because I'd 
done about twenty years of 
character acting.. . (and at the 
start) we had talks to get ideas, 
with the script writers and the 
producer, so it was a communal 
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"DOCTOR WHO" 

■MmgazInIHBI 

SEASON22SURVEY 


FAVOURITE STORY BEST NEWCOMER 

Attack of the Cyber men □ Colin Baker as The Doctor □ 

Vengeance on Varos □ Kate O'Mara as The Rani □ 

Mark of the Rani □ Paula Moore-Writer □ 

The Two Doctors □ Philip Martin-Writer □ 

TimeLash □ Pip and Jane Baker-Writer □ 

Revelation of the Daleks □ Glen McCoy-Writer □ 


FAVOURITE VILLIAN 


FAVOURITE SUPPORTING 
CHARACTER 


FAVOURITE MONSTER 


FAVOURITE INCIDENTAL 
MUSIC SCORE (provided by) 


Malcolm Clarke for Attack of the 
Cybermen □ 

Jon Gibbs for Vengeance on Varos □ 
Jon Gibbs for Mark of the Rani □ 

Peter Howell for The Two 
Doctors □ 

Liz Parker for Time Lash □ 

Roger Limb for Revelation of 
the Daleks □ 


BEST TARGET PAPERBACK 


FOR 1984 

Mawdryn Undead by 
Peter Grimwade □ 

Kinda by Terrance Dicks □ 

Snakedance by 

Terrance Dicks □ 

Enlightmentby 

Barbara Cleggs □ 

The Dominators by 

lanMarter □ 

Warriors of the Deep by 
Terrance Dicks □ 

TheAztecsby John Lucarotti □ 

Inferno by Terrance Dicks □ 

The Highlanders by 

Gerry Davis □ 


HALL OF FAME 


Please send entries to Season 22 Survey, 
Doctor Who Magazine, 23 Redan Place, 
Bayswater, London, W2 4SA. The closing 
date is Thursday, 1 August, 1985. 
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interview 


P ast script editors of Doctor Who have 

approaches to this important element of 
the show have been tried out, with varying 
degrees of success. In 1982 d was decided 

would start off actively employed against 

mercenary and suspicious throughout his 
time aboard in the TARDIS. 

The actor chosen for this challenging 
part was Mark Strickson, who told me how 
he landed the coveted Doctor Who 

the BBC, Juliet Bravo and Angels. Then I 
got a ’phone call suggesting I should 

Doctor Who. So I duly went along to John 
Nathan-Tumer’s office in Shepherds Bush 


arechas^gg^o u go along 


become a regular. Now I hadn’t enjoyed 
that particular job at all, and I was a bit 
annoyed that they’d apparently written the 



Mark 

Strickson 






interview 

Strickson sported a highly distinctive 

the show, consisting of a very old 
fashioned public schoolboy’s uniform. I 

chosen and then why it remained the same 
until Planet of Fire : “At first it had to be a 
uniform and it stayed that way basically 
because it was such a good motif for 
Turlough.. .One excellent thing about the 


xmth. Irer 

of December, and Janet was really 
suffering. I wasn’t so bad because 1 
literally layers and layers of therm; 

“Eventually John started to sugj 


liddle 


playing Turlough was that the scripts for 
his complex character rather lost their way 
after the Black Guardian trilogy: “I spent 
— ist of The King's Demons stuck in r 


filming, I kept saying no. Then he told me 

thought ‘what the hell’ and agreed. Of 
course I then discovered that Lanzarote in 
October can be very chilly and the sea was 


I asked Strickson to qualify this 
comment and he replied: “Well, in a 
supposed to be geared to pace, like L 


slagging the show off- I’m not - but all the 


ce: “The script was OK if fairly 
to work properly! The two guys 


crashing into all and sundry. Pity us the 
poor actors having to stand there and 
believe in the damned thing! Worse thouj 
was that they didn’t finish it in time, and 

coloured mini skirt ended up covered in 


that’s a very good thing indeed. Yes, 
work well together - both Peter and Janet 

programme that the Doctor, Tegan and 
Turlough had lives off screen, between 

Turlough had quite an interesting 


wkhTeganbecan 
ground. It wasn’t 


sr. You see 


as Turlough 
s friendship 

ith Sarah 










interview 


enjoyed working with Nicola but that was 
different still, because her first story was 

month it takes to make a four parter. ” 

remember that. It was only a very short 

like that are often made to make the show 
fit its time slot. Kamelion itself was 
hysterical - it used to go wrong all the time, 
which is probably why it never became a 
regular feature. We used to have to wait^ 

' ‘ 11 smptly break 




Frontios was another of Mark 
Strickson’s favourite shows, and he said it 
had been popular among most of the cast 
for its well written characterisation and 
strong plot: “I really loved that one 
because it said something about Turlough - 

appeared to be so cowardly. I had great fun 

for that. I was also impressed by the story. I 
thought it was very clever and very 
frightening. The idea of those Tractator 

they would have been even more effective 
on screen if the original idea of hiring 
dancers to get them to curl around their 
victims had worked. The sets were very 

overall feel to it that isn’t usual in television 

hard to suspend one’s disbelief. ” 
Strickson’s penultimate story was the 

Daleks , a show he enjoyed for easons of 
curiosity and nostalgia: “It was great to 
have the chance of doing a Dalek story 
because for most peokple they’re what 
Doctor Who is all about. What impressed 
me was their size - and because you can’t 
see the actors inside they were very 
believable. Again the sets on the story were 
extremely effective and it got qauite creepy 
wandering around the studio, turning a 
corner and seeing a Dalek. It gave me a 
chance to realise the strength of their 
appeal. They really are the ultimate 

wasn’t such good fun however. In fact it 
was horribly cold, even though it was only 
September when we did it. I thought it was 
a well paced adventure and I enjoyed 
working with the likes of Rodney Bewes 
and RulaLenska.” 

I asked Strickson about the public 
reaction to his part in the programme. Did 


“Well I did and do get a lot of fan mail 
about Turlough but I think that’s rather 
more from the hardcore fans than the 

Standard, I began to get letters. Public 
recognition I didn’t expect to get so much 
of- that tends to happen to television 
personalities rather than television actors. 
It happened a few times, but usually when I 
was out with family who’d behave as 

the night with my wife I didn’t really want 
to tailor my behaviour for other people.” 

Strickson didn’t see much of himself as 
Turlough on the series, which, he says, is 
one of the reasons he has difficulty in 
remembering story titles: “My wife and I 

them -1 knew my agent taped them and 
that if I desperately wanted to see one I 


Strickson decided to leave the 

show’s Producer, without staying for the 
full eighteen months of his contract: “We 
came to a very amicable and sensible 
agreement that, with a whole new team 

twelve months, something an actor can 
rarely bank upon. It’s thanks to Doctor 
Who that I got a mortgage for my house. 
Usually bank managers refuse to give 
actors any form of loan because there’s no 
security in the profession, but my bank 
manager, I think, is a fan of the show! I 
would quite liked to have seen in Colin 
Baker, but with my team leaving I wasn’t 

with his last story, Planet of Fire. Written 

the questions remaining about Turlough, 
and so it was a satisfying way in which to 

period of my time with Doctor Who there 
was a real effort made to improve my part 
which I appreciated. Turlough was a 

The location filming for Planet of Fire 
was in the much vaunted beauty spot of 


lucky I was to be being given a virtual free 
holiday on my last story, but they don’t 
actually realise how hard the regulars had 
to work. It was all right for the guest actors 

Nicola and myself we worked virtually 
constantly with breaks only to eat and 
sleep. It was very gruelling and we all got 
bruises and cuts from the ash terrain as well 
as freezing in the water. It was pleasant to 
be able to do it but it was by no means a 
holiday!” 

has found himself only the occasional spell 
of work. This, he explains, is relatively 
usual after a period in a regular part in 
television and he thinks 1985 will have 
more work in the offing. He did win a small 


His wife, the actress Julie Brennon, is 
currently a regular in Yorkshire 
Television’s Emmerdale Farm soap opera, 
so Strickson says there is at least someone 
bringing in some regular wages: “It’s 

Who she wasn’t. It’s one of the liabilities 
you have to live with as an actor. You work 
maybe only three months of the year. 
That’s why you have to be so committed to 
it as a way of life. I’m lucky in that I’m a 
relatively experienced musician too so that 
I’m less restricted in the work I’m able to 

conventions over the last two years, in 

surroundings of Chicago and other 

and you don’t get a lot of sleep, but the 
people are almost always friendly and 
considerate, although I remember one 
convention where they kept on playing the 
Doctor Who theme music in the 
background until I nearly went mad! I 
wouldn’t go on going to them if I hadn’t 

do get very close with everybody else 
typical of all television series. Most shows 

With Doctor Who the ties are much 
stronger and the fans are such that you 
don’t get forgotten. While that does have 
its draw backs, it’s also a very nice feeling 
to have. Doctor Who was fun to do, and 
although I’m no longer directly involved 

it. I’ll always retain a happy link with the 
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